
Robert Z Hicks, known as “Mr. Bob”. is an award winning author and publisher of 
children's rhyming picture books. 

Bob retired after teaching speech communication three years at Penn State, and 
twenty-four years at the University of Hawaii. “Retirement” ended when Bob was 
inspired to write a children’s rhyming story, and discovered research that rhyming 
helped children learn to read.  

Bob has published 4 children's picture books; Tommie Turtle's Secret, Mouse In the 
Manger, Danny the Dragon, and Ladybug Known as Lil, plus an ebook, Once I Was A 
Kid, With the Wild Things On the Farm.  

"Tommie Turtle's Secret,” won Best Children's and Book of the Year in the 2008 Florida 
Writer's Royal Palm Awards.  

"Mouse In The Manger" was awarded Best Submission for Children's Writing at the 
2011 Florida Christian Writer's Conference; and was a Finalist in both the Florida 
Writers Association 2015 Royal Palm Literary Awards, and the 2015 USA Best Book 
Awards! 

"Danny the Dragon" was a Finalist in the Florida Writers Association 2015 Royal Palm 
Literary Awards. 

"Ladybug Known as Lil" won Bronze Award for Children's Picture Book Manuscript - 
unpublished in the Florida Writers Association 2019 Royal Palm Literary Awards. 

The stories are written in rhyme, and each stanza is accompanied by an illustration that 
helps the child visualize the story and what the words are saying. 

As a teacher, Bob adds value to his books by including a study guide with questions to 
test comprehension, and to highlight things to be learned.  

Bob discovered research that early learning of rhymes increases phonemic awareness, 
and improves the ability to read. Reading nursery rhymes and rhyming stories to babies 
and young children helps establish the ear-brain connection for discriminating sound 
units. 

In addition, his books were endorsed by the American Dyslexia Association, which 
means that children with language-based challenges can have an easier time reading 
them. 

Bob's desire is to use his gift of rhyme to help children learn to read and to develop a 
love for reading. 


